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By Edie R. Lambert

grounds of the Agricultural College"some 40
miles south of Manila was encircled by two for-
bidding six feet high barbed wire fences. Along
¥ the fences were pillboxes and 10 guard towers
each manned with at least two machine gun
armed puards. 3

Twc n:ules east, 4 Japanese |nfam.r!.r mmpany of 200 men was armed
ewith 105mm and machine guns. Twenty soldiers guarded nearby

L os Bafios Internment Camp on the former

= Mayondon Point; a unit at Los Bafios wharf had two three-inch guns; *

“and the Japanese Tiger division just south of Santo Toms in San.

* Pablo was 9,000 strong.

Mevertheless, defying danger, 12 year old, Frank Saunders ]1' mdc

nightly scavenging fum','s out of Los Bafios Internment Camp bearing,

whatever ‘treasures’ his family had to exchange with the Filipinos for

M‘“

the skinny youth®

t the barbed wire
“fefices, evading Japanese sen-
tries and nearby troops.” Clad
only in shorts, he skittered
through dark, dense jungles
seeking  Filipino ™ villages
Rl tucked away in-high hills. He
was risking his life for his
mother, Emma, whose health,
¥ on the camps' starvation diet,
was rapidly deteriorating.

Of his daring exploits,
Saunders says, “l was 12 going
on2l."

He also 'developed skill at
' building minr{uf' bmnb:;u ani

nepa sawali (matting), an
) S Do, L e L 1514_5 bartered with fellow prizoners
for whatever he could get in exchange for erecting cookhouses and
additional shelter. Once, in early 1944, the Japanese allowed prisoners
to scavenge an abandoned camp nearby. Saunders rigeed up a mack on
which he piled bamboo and dragged it back to Los. Ba:"m for use in
building more cookhouses and additions.

When he couldn't get food for his construction “efforts; Saundets
traded for other treasures. One of the best was a baseball 51gnu;1 b'_.r the
Hew York Yankees, but he didn't keep it long — someone stole it. .5

Like all prisoners, Saunders also had jobs assigned by the prisoner

administration committee (PAC), a group of seven elected by the *

prisoners. Saunders’s job was grave detail, spending hours in the swel-

<" tering tropic heat burying dead prisoners.

“On a good day, only two died; on a bad day, four or more died,”

he remembsers.

The death rate increased so that by early February 1945 prisoners’

wooden dining tables were appn‘.lpmlud o make coffins. On February

<15, Dr’ Dana Mance, the prisoners’ medical director reported that a

' bugs, salamanders, and

whatr:vlu food they had, Time *

i

" Seventy percent of the

- beriberi, and dysentery.
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number of his patients
were past saving.

' Food'allotment con-
sisted of two eight-ounce
cups of gruel a day (one
part flour and 12 parts
water). Struggling to sur-
vive, many resorted to
eating weeds, flowers,

banana:: rree

pulp.

prisoners suffered from
malnutrition, scurvy,

Filipinos Hea Sama Cruz district as Japanese sef
fire and dynamite buildings before Alied imvasion, .
February 1945

But Saunders’s nightly
foraging for food kept his mother alive.

T weas a lietle old kid, and 1 leamed how to survive,” he says.

One day in late December, the prisoners awoke to find that the’,

%]apa:;qz,t soldiers had disappeared, but the PAC warned people not o

wenture outside the camp. They'd learned that intensifying Allied
activity had scared the Japanese away, but PAC warned that they
could retumn.

A week later, they did, but the survivors will always remember that

“ week of freedom.

The Japanese were far bolder and crueler when they returned, sur-
rendering leniency and common decency. The slightest infraction
elicited hamsh treatment. Prisoners were beaten just for looking up
when airplanes flew over. One of the worst atrocities occurred early on
January 28. . ;

A puard shot George Louis, an American who had stolen out dur-
ing the night to forage for food for his family.

Seeing that Louis was still alive, George Gray, the committee’s sec-
retary, standing nearby, moved to carry Louis to the hospital, but
guards stopped him.

Minutes later, the camp commandant, Major Y. Iwanaka sum-
moned the PAC to his office and informed them that Louis would be
executed. They protested that withholding medical attention or exe-
cuting Louis violated articles of the Geneva Convention, which Japan

Santo Tomcis Universily in ffe nea.r:n mnadbys.mne Jusi hours
after ﬂ_iuus-ﬂrrds afrm&ma&s wera liberated by the First Cavalry, February 3, 1945
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had signed. And they pointed out that Louvis had been returning to
campy, not L&rL'i[:'InE.

Meanwhile, Louis lay bleeding where he'd fallen.

Despite their protests, the committee heard the commandant order
soldiers to shoot Louis until they killed him.
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.er changed my mu’d‘ler Naorma S:aunder; Baker, My mu;her died
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_-'|ng the horrors of the concentration camps and the life'of'a 1
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« Norma and Frank Saunders, Jr. {in

_.US 11 th Alrborne Division and a
" Fiipino child at New Bilibid
I.rnfermnr Camp, Marct 1945

a clump of bamboo just outside camp. Second later, there was
a shor.

Mance, who later examined Louis's body, reported the first bullet
had only grazed his collarbone, striking no vital organs.

“The other bullet entered the skull in the right frontal region and
blew his brains out in the left occipital region” Nance wrote,

A month later, Los Bafios Internment Camp was liberated.

Weal with starvation, prisoners were stumbling to moming roll call

. February 23, 1945 when they saw nine Douglas C-47% on the horizon

and, amazingly, paratroopers floating to earth,

Across the oad in the soldiers” compound, most of the skivvy-clad,
unarmed Japanese were doing moming calisthenics.

Stunned, the prisoners heard and felt ground-shaking rumbling.
Mortar fire exploded, and the Japanese scattered. American recon

. units and Filipino puerrillas began closing in.

I minutes, the camp was liberated.
It was a very dramatic rescue,” Saunders says emotionally.

~The. Ll.S lld'L Airhomne Division began evacuating the camp amid

heav-;.r fire. They lead prisoners to waiting amphibious tractors

(amtracs) on the shore of nearby Laguna de Bay, but it was slow going.

Many, of the prisoners were too weak to walk to the amtracs posi-
1, tioned a kilometer away, but speed was imperative becauge the clan.ng

rescue was staged 25 miles behind enemy lines! s

Crowded in with 50 caliber guns bLihtIIlH, the prisoners were terri-
fiedd when they headed toward the water. *We didn't know there were
tanks that could go in water,” Saunders admits.

That day, the prisoners leamed that the 1 1th Airborne Division
risked their rescue because mt&lhgr_"nu, sources had advised them the
Japanese, planned to execute the prisoners at oll call that mornin ﬁ]
The next day, General MacArthur sent this communiqué to the 11
Airbome Division:

Nn:iung could be more satisfying to a soldier’s

" heart than this rescue.’

i Across Lapuna de Bay in Mamatid, the prisoners were at last

i ._ hehmd f"Lmencan lines. They boarded trucks to MNew Bilibid Prison at

Muntinglupa where they
g stayed foroseveral weeks
awaiting evacuation to the
States. Meanwhile, the Red
Cross was notifying relatives.
j Dn March 9, Dorothy

the center) with rescuers from the

American soldier at New Bmh-d 1-
Intarmment Camp senves |

' Amarican, Brilsh, Canacian,
" and Franctt imlernees Iberated
from the Japanese on
Fabruary 23, 1945, §
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‘ Dorothy and started eighth grade at

Saunders Bass received a wire through Washington, DC that herdamily had
been rescued. In a Hallmark™ Easter card she addressed to them through
the Red Cross, Dorothy wrote, *Dear Mama and Daddy, About one hour
ago had wire about rescue. Anxious to hear from you.”

Saunders reports the biggest problem at New Bilibid was preventing the
starving people from eating themselves to death.

“There were big vats of food, army food, and it was pood. There was even
chocolate candy, but we all got sick at first,” Saunders recalls. The internees
underwent physicals that pronounced Frank Sr. to be in good health. Emma
was only in fair health, and Saunders was healthy though he had a cavity in
every tooth, had twice contracted malaria, and was undemourished.

Within weeks, the Saunders family was sailing home aboard the USS
r‘idmird E. W. Eberle. Since Dorothy was in Kansas City, they decided to
o= settle there, too. By May,

they were on American
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et : barely hanging on. “She
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was very bad,” Saunders

says. Emma died two
months later.

i Frank Si. took a job

S ':.-:'1 :F-«'s‘ + ! managing the Saunders

3 SSe (no relation) Manufac-

8

US Army clearance for Frank Sau.'?defs Sr.
o refurn fo America, March 23, 1945

Frank Sawnders, Jr. back in the US after
having survived 3 years in a Japanese
prison camp prepares 1o starl eighth grade
al Narttwest Jurior High School in

Kansas City, K5, Septemnber 1945

“for a time, Saunders lived wlth

Morthwest Junior High School in
Kansas City, Kansas. But he was
deemed a problem child and sent to
Frank Sr. in Atchison.

] was a teenager poing on 35," Saunders recalls. Mot cmli_,' h:-ld he endured
ordeals that broke war hardened soldiers, but he had alsa lost his beloved

“ mother. Saunders had a lot to cope with. But gradually, he readjusted.

When Saunders graduated from Atchison High School in 1950, he
enrolled at Ottawa University where he earned a BA. The year before grad-
uating in 1954, he married Wynona Piersol. They're still married and have
three children. Afrer he graduated, the US Army drafted Saunders for the
Korean War. Stationed in Darmstadt, Germany, he served overseas as a
radio Teletype operator, earning National Defense Service and Good
Conduct medals.

“I sent and received Morse code at 30 words per minute.” Saunders
returned to the States in 1956 and was honorably discharged from the army
on Movember 30, 1962.

In 1960, he founded Saunders, Austin, Brown & Enochs Chartered that
he says became the largest law finn in Kansas with 78 lawyers in four offices.

In the sixty years since he left the Philippines and his remarkable ordeal,
Saunders has retumed only once. In 1972, he went back for an emotional

reunion with Johnny whose family included wife, Fely, daughters Thelma,

Irma, and Edna, and son Danny.

In a letter acknowledging Saunder’s pending visit, Johnny wrote on May .

17, 1972, "Your letter was handed to me in Baguio (sic) City by my son

Danny and [ almost could not hold myself when tears mlled from my eyes

with happiness..."

When Saunders and Wynona landed in Manila, a banner 50 feet long

with letters 10 feet high was stretched across the front of the airport. It read,”

Frank Saunders is back.” Though he wanted to revisit the sites he'd seen asa’
child, Saunders found many off-limits. The Filipinos were hostile o' =

Americans, and_ Saunders admits that his safety might have been threatened

el

had he not been with Johnny. Times had changed. Many of the
Filipinos blamed America for involving them in the war with
Japan. But for Saunders and Johnny, it was a happy reunion.
Betired from law since 2000, Saunders isn't idle. As past pres-
ident of the Cwerland Park Chamber of Commerce, he’s still a
member, and he sits on area hospital boards. Drawing on the
construction skills he honed as a resourceful child prisoner of
war, he builds houses for Habitar for Humanity two days a week.
Frank Saunders Jr. planted the seeds of hope for his fellow
prisoners in erecting structures that made their lives a little
more bearable long ago on an island in the middle of a war he
was too young to understand. He's still sowing hope in the

hearts of those who long for a home of their own. 50

Where life is
full of choices.

At Altarra, we provide a variety of residences to
meet the individualized needs of slder adules. Our

residences vary in design and purpose, yet they

share a commen trait — a caring and dedicated

staff whoe are committed te maximizing dignicy
. and quality of life. From memory care residences
o those that provide dally assisved living services,
our residences arc dc:ign::d to meet the u:harlging
neads and abllides of those we serve.

Flease call to discover all that Alterra has to ;c'?_lfer'.; i

Alterra

AGIMG WITH CHOICE

Assisted Living
Alverra Sterling House
of Leavweood

12720 Scare Line Rd.
?13-663-3351

Alterra Sterling House
Lenexa |
BY 10 Caenen Lake Rd.

913-894-697%

Alvarra Sterling House
of Lanaxs 1|
B740 Caenen Lake Rd.

?13-894-00014

Alterra Smrlmg House
of Clathe |
751 M. Somerset Terrace

?13-829-4663

Alverra Sterling House
of Olacha I
T2l M. Somerset Terrace

?13-829-1403

" Hemory Care
v Alverra Clare Bridge
30 of Leawood
A Stace Line Rd.
-3145-8808

Clare Bridge
verland Park
Dakmant 5t
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