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By Edie R. Lambert

grounds of the Agricultural College"some 40
miles south of Manila was encircled by two for-
bidding six feet high barbed wire fences. Along
¥ the fences were pillboxes and 10 guard towers
each manned with at least two machine gun
armed puards. 3

Twc n:ules east, 4 Japanese |nfam.r!.r mmpany of 200 men was armed
ewith 105mm and machine guns. Twenty soldiers guarded nearby

L os Bafios Internment Camp on the former

= Mayondon Point; a unit at Los Bafios wharf had two three-inch guns; *

“and the Japanese Tiger division just south of Santo Toms in San.

* Pablo was 9,000 strong.

Mevertheless, defying danger, 12 year old, Frank Saunders ]1' mdc

nightly scavenging fum','s out of Los Bafios Internment Camp bearing,

whatever ‘treasures’ his family had to exchange with the Filipinos for

M‘“

the skinny youth®

t the barbed wire
“fefices, evading Japanese sen-
tries and nearby troops.” Clad
only in shorts, he skittered
through dark, dense jungles
seeking  Filipino ™ villages
Rl tucked away in-high hills. He
was risking his life for his
mother, Emma, whose health,
¥ on the camps' starvation diet,
was rapidly deteriorating.

Of his daring exploits,
Saunders says, “l was 12 going
on2l."

He also 'developed skill at
' building minr{uf' bmnb:;u ani

nepa sawali (matting), an
) S Do, L e L 1514_5 bartered with fellow prizoners
for whatever he could get in exchange for erecting cookhouses and
additional shelter. Once, in early 1944, the Japanese allowed prisoners
to scavenge an abandoned camp nearby. Saunders rigeed up a mack on
which he piled bamboo and dragged it back to Los. Ba:"m for use in
building more cookhouses and additions.

When he couldn't get food for his construction “efforts; Saundets
traded for other treasures. One of the best was a baseball 51gnu;1 b'_.r the
Hew York Yankees, but he didn't keep it long — someone stole it. .5

Like all prisoners, Saunders also had jobs assigned by the prisoner

administration committee (PAC), a group of seven elected by the *

prisoners. Saunders’s job was grave detail, spending hours in the swel-

<" tering tropic heat burying dead prisoners.

“On a good day, only two died; on a bad day, four or more died,”

he remembsers.

The death rate increased so that by early February 1945 prisoners’

wooden dining tables were appn‘.lpmlud o make coffins. On February

<15, Dr’ Dana Mance, the prisoners’ medical director reported that a

' bugs, salamanders, and

whatr:vlu food they had, Time *

i

" Seventy percent of the

- beriberi, and dysentery.
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number of his patients
were past saving.

' Food'allotment con-
sisted of two eight-ounce
cups of gruel a day (one
part flour and 12 parts
water). Struggling to sur-
vive, many resorted to
eating weeds, flowers,

banana:: rree

pulp.

prisoners suffered from
malnutrition, scurvy,

Filipinos Hea Sama Cruz district as Japanese sef
fire and dynamite buildings before Alied imvasion, .
February 1945

But Saunders’s nightly
foraging for food kept his mother alive.

T weas a lietle old kid, and 1 leamed how to survive,” he says.

One day in late December, the prisoners awoke to find that the’,

%]apa:;qz,t soldiers had disappeared, but the PAC warned people not o

wenture outside the camp. They'd learned that intensifying Allied
activity had scared the Japanese away, but PAC warned that they
could retumn.

A week later, they did, but the survivors will always remember that

“ week of freedom.

The Japanese were far bolder and crueler when they returned, sur-
rendering leniency and common decency. The slightest infraction
elicited hamsh treatment. Prisoners were beaten just for looking up
when airplanes flew over. One of the worst atrocities occurred early on
January 28. . ;

A puard shot George Louis, an American who had stolen out dur-
ing the night to forage for food for his family.

Seeing that Louis was still alive, George Gray, the committee’s sec-
retary, standing nearby, moved to carry Louis to the hospital, but
guards stopped him.

Minutes later, the camp commandant, Major Y. Iwanaka sum-
moned the PAC to his office and informed them that Louis would be
executed. They protested that withholding medical attention or exe-
cuting Louis violated articles of the Geneva Convention, which Japan

Santo Tomcis Universily in ffe nea.r:n mnadbys.mne Jusi hours
after ﬂ_iuus-ﬂrrds afrm&ma&s wera liberated by the First Cavalry, February 3, 1945
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