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e was having the time of his life. The naru-

H rally curious eight year-old boy, leaning

over the railing of the American Presidents

Line 35 President Cleveland in 1939 was thrilled
watching the California coastline disappear.

“It was the most exciting thing, Frank

. Saunders, Jr., nicknamed Buddy, remembers roday.

Mot only was he on his first ocean voyage, but he'd just taken

his first train trip across the United States to San Diego from his

- he was sailing toward terror thar would forever change him and
that would cost his mother her life.
In 1939, times were hard for the Saunders family - Dad, Frank Sr.,
Mather, Emma, son, Frank Jr., and sisters Dorothy, 18 and Norma,
13. Frank, Sr. worked in a textile mill repairing looms. The pay
was steady, but inadequate for raising a family, so Emma worked
part-time as a police matron supervising female prisoners.

One day, Frank 5. saw an ad in the paper for rextile workers in

foor

government. It was part of a process for helping the Philippines
become self-sufficient. America was sending experts in every field
from around the world to help establish industries and teach the
Filipino people various trades,

)

the job.

Soon the family had packed their meager belongings and was
heading for a new life half a world away,.

“The whaole trip was exciting,” Saunders says of the nearly
month long ocean voyage. After stopping in Hawaii for three
days, they proceeded to Manila.

There, they settled into a new house with three bedrooms, a
small cook room, and even a porch. Though humble by most stan-
dards, Saunders says it was far better than the house :heyd rented
in Salem.

“We were real poor folks, and suddenly, we were living high on
the hog,” he says.

Emma didn't have to work in the Philippines, and she even had

domestic help.
Their houseboy, Juan “Johnny” Incbana, a young Flllpll'lD would
not only later help save the Saunderses, but his fnendshlp with
Saunders, begun in 1939, endures today.

Eight years older than Saunders, Johnny was mmetheiess his

%

from France.

Life was better for the Saunderses. Frank br. was mak{ng a good
living at the National Textile Company (NTC), and his daughters
were happily adjusting to a relatively more affluent lifestyle.

"My two sisters really knew how to spend money,” Saunders says.
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socialized at the US Army and Navy clubs.

home in Salem, Massachusetts. He couldn’t have known then that

the Philippines where all expenses would be paid by the 'American [

Eager to provide a better life for his family, Frank St nppher_{ for |

: HE GREW UP INA JAPANESE PRISON CAMP
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Shortly after atriving, Dorothy fell in love with Riley Bass, a
young captain in the US Army from Kansas City, Kansas, and
they were nmrm,d in 194[} Bass, whcu had gmduartd u.umd in his

The Saunders family in Salem, Massachusetfs, 1938 just before leaving for the
Philippires. Pictured left to right are Emvma, Norma, Buddy, Dorothy, Frank, Sr.

class ac West Point in 1937, was stationed on Corregidor Island in
Manila Bay. After their wedding, the army ordered Dorothy back
to the States. She would never again see the man she'd married —
the horror he experienced there destroyed him.

best friend. Saunders’s other chum was Norman Nichols |

He attended the school for military children, and the Saunderses |
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